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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER 


A t each police graduation I tell our newest members 
that while their sworn powers come from law, their 
authority comes from the trust of the public. 

In other words, we serve effectively for as long as we 
have the trust of Victorians. What’s more, Victoria Police 
works with the communities we serve - not separate 
from them. 

With this in mind, I would like to invite all members of 
the community to our march and service to mark Police 
Remembrance Day this month. 

In Victoria Police’s 160 years we have lost 157 
members in the line of duty. 

This day is dedicated to their memory, and also to 
the sense of sacrifice and public service that is the 
essence of police work. 


Police Remembrance Day falls on Sunday, 

29 September this year, a weekend, so our march 
and service will be conducted on Friday, 27 September. 

The march begins at 9am at Princes Bridge, while 
the service will begin at 9.20am at the Victoria Police 
Memorial, Tom’s Block, St. Kilda Road. All are welcome. 

If you cannot attend the march but would like to 
make a contribution, donations are always welcome to 
the Blue Ribbon Foundation and Victoria Police Legacy. 
Money raised by these organisations goes towards 
improving Victoria’s public hospitals in the name 
of our fallen colleagues. ■ 
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NEW USE 

.01 Rotary volunteers de-badge old 
uniforms to be sent overseas. 


www.police.vic.gov.au/policelife 


M ore than 100,000 light blue 
shirts and dark blue pants will 
be recycled overseas, with some 
help from the Rotary Donations 
in Kind Store in West Footscray. 

Rotary past president David 
Dippie said the uniforms’ next use 
had not been determined, but there 
were some valuable projects being 
considered. 

He has been in talks with 
former Victoria Police Assistant 
Commissioner Ray Shuey, who 
founded the Global Road Safety 
Partnership. 

“Ray is working with police forces 
in several developing countries. He is 
helping to build up the road policing 
units and thought the uniforms 
would be great in these countries. 


“Having a visible road policing 
unit in some of these countries 
would help save lives.” 

Victoria Police uniform transition 
manager Darren Cooper said it was 
great to be able to donate the clothing, 
rather than have them go to waste. 

“Given the number of garments 
that were just going to be destroyed, 
most of which are still in very good 
condition, it seemed unfortunate. 

“It was a great opportunity for us 
to help others and for the uniforms 
to get another use,” he said. 

Mr Dippie said the uniforms 
would all be washed and the 
shirts de-badged before being 
sent overseas.The badges would 
be returned for destruction. 


“It is quite a big project, so we 
have many volunteers working 
on it,” Mr Dippie said. 

“We have local Rotary volunteers 
visiting police stations around 
Victoria. In secure locations they 
will pick up the uniforms, de-badge 
the shirts and then boxthem up 
into sizes.” 

Mr Dippie said when foreign aid 
was asked for to support developing 
countries, people generally thought 
of giving money, rather than thinking 
of ways to donate goods they may 
not need. 

“Our stores have donated 
millions of dollars in cash and 
supplies to countries all over 
the world.”* 
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SMALL TALK 


VOXPOP 


HOW CAN PEOPLE KEEP 
THEMSELVES SAFE ONLINE? 

DETECTIVE SENIOR 
CONSTABLE DION ACHTYPIST 

E-CRIME SQUAD 

“For parents, it is important to think 
of any online messaging or chat 
service as an open window to your 
child’s bedroom. Keep an eye on who 
they are talkingto online because 
you don’t always know who is on 
the other side.” 


DETECTIVE SENIOR 

I £ 4pl CONTABLE TERENCE RYAN 

E-CRIME SQUAD’S 

“It is important to keep different 
passwords for different websites. 
Don’t send your personal passwords, 
credit card numbers or other financial 
details via email or message services.” 


DIGITAL FORENSIC ANALYST 
ALDIN DAUTCEAJIC 

E-CRIME SQUAD’S 

“It is important to have updated 
antivirus software in place and to 
regularly check your security and 
privacy settings on social media sites 
because they can change without 
you knowing.” 





Victoria Police’s Special Operations Group 
(SOG) received a new armoured rescue 
vehicle this year to assist at high-risk 
incidents. 

The BearCat, which was Commonwealth 
funded, is used by the SOG for tactical 
operations and provides protection for 
members in high-risksituations like 
sieges orfirearm incidents. 

Deputy Commissioner Tim Cartwright 
said similar rescue vehicles were used 
by tactical units around the world and 
in every Australian jurisdiction. 


“The addition of this world-class armoured 
vehicle to the SOG fleet will enhance our 
capabilities to respond to high-risk 
situations,” DC Cartwright said. 

“It will provide an extra source of protection 
for SOG members, who are regularly at the 
very forefront of hostile situations.” 

The SOG has another armoured vehicle, 
the Balkan, which performs a similar 
function to The BearCat. 



POLICE LIFE LOVES HEARING WHAT YOU THINK 
ABOUTTHE MAGAZINE, YOUR LOCAL POLICE 
AND VICTORIA POLICE IN GENERAL. WRITE, 

FAX OR EMAIL POLICE LIFE AT: 

POLICE LIFE, GPO BOX 913, MELBOURNE, 3001. 
FAX: 9247 5982 

EMAIL: policelife-mgr@police.vic.gov.au 



FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
ATWWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VICTORIAPOLICE. 


facebook 


Martin Chape 

Police services and courts provide a service 
where you can go to get advice on dealing with 
family violence. I encourage people to use it. 

Clare Paikert 

This is one of the most useful sites on 
Facebook. I love seeing the positive results 
and constructive advice given to the public. 

Wendy Pendlebury 

No one should be hit by anyone. Any violence 
of any form is just not acceptable. Well done 
for making a stand Ken Lay!!! 


GRATEFUL CITIZEN 

In March my sister’s grandson was found 
dead in Fitzroy. I believe people have been 
charged in relation to the incident. 

The shock, the sorrow and the pain cannot 
be expressed adequately. 

However, the purpose of this letter is to 
commend the police members who had to break 
the news to my nephew and his wife, who were 
the parents of the deceased. The support and 
assistance of the police at this time was 
outstanding. 

The police also moved promptly in following 
through on this heinous crime and they had 
people of interest, who were later charged, 
within a couple of days. 

Too often our police receive criticism and it 
is rarely warranted. For this reason, I personally 
wanted to express my appreciation for the good 
and difficult work police do. 

I write as a great aunt, but also a grateful 
citizen of Melbourne who values the work 
done by our police. 

With appreciation 

M CONLAN, BURWOOD 


QUICK ACTION 

I had an unregistered vehicle with valid 
residential parking permit parked in my street 
for more than six months in the City of 
Stonnington. 

To deal with the situation, I contacted 
members at the Prahran Highway Patrol and 
explained about the car. 

Within hours the plates were removed 
off the vehicle, an infringement issued and 
contact was made to Stonnington Council 
to have the vehicle towed. 

No drama, no excuses, no hand-passes, 
just excellent customer service. 

There is nothing more refreshing when you 
have a competent, knowing and professional 
person of authority answering the phone that 
can make things happen.Thankyou police 
members for your prompt response on 
the issue. 

LCUGURA, MELBOURNE 
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_ PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 

SERGEANT FIONA CURNOW 


AGE 40 

GRADUATED 2000 

STATION Footscray Police Station 


WHY DID YOU JOIN VICTORIA POLICE? 

I was a chemist prior to joining and had always wanted to be a police woman 
but never had the confidence to do so. I was interested in forensic science 
through school, hence my chemistry degree, and I was also interested in 
helping victims of crime. While working in the chemistry field I realised if 
I did not follow my dream at that time I never would. So I walked into work 
one day and resigned on the spot. I started at the Victoria Police Academy 
and have never looked back. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE ISSUES YOU FACE WORKING AT FOOTSCRAY? 

The Maribyrnong response zone, of which Footscray is a part of, is a 
very busy and complex area. Everyday you can be faced with something 
different. We have people of many cultures, religions and races living in 
this area, some of which speak limited English. It can sometimes take time 
and understanding to get the explanation from people as to why they need 
police assistance. I love working here for this reason. 


WE BELIEVE YOU HELPED DELIVER A BABY JUST OUTSIDE 
THE STATION RECENTLY, TELL US ABOUT THAT? 

It was very much a team effort as I was assisted by Constable Amber Rawson 
and First Constable Deb Clymo.The pregnant mother and her husband 
arrived at the station desperately wanting help as the baby's head was 
already crowning. I managed to calm the mother down and we kept talking to 
her. It was an amazing experience. I think the fact that I have had three of my 
own children helped me a lot as I reflected on what I was told when I was in 
labour and just relayed that to her. All of a sudden with one push there was the 
little man in my arms. I could not believe it. I got him breathing and wrapped 
him up in a blanket and then the ambulance paramedics arrived and allowed 
dad to cut the cord. I was so proud of the girls who were with me. We all just 
got down to business and made sure the baby was delivered safely. 

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOMEONE CONSIDERING JOINING 
VICTORIA POLICE? 

This job is demanding. Make sure you have some life experience priorto 
entering the police force. A lot of this job is dealing with people's issues 
and I firmly believe that if you have had your own life experiences first, 
good and bad, then you can make more sense of what it is you are dealing 
with and possibly how a particular person came to be in the position 
they are in.B 
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BRIEFING 


VICTORIA POLICE 

TOP 10 STORIES FROM 

www.vicpoLicenews.com.au 




1. Rememberin 
Nat 


V ictoria Police Dog Squad's Last serving 
Rottweiler, Nat, sadly passed away 
in July at the age of eight. 

Nat served the squad with distinction 
since 2007, and was responsible for 
the arrest of hundreds of offenders 
over his career. 

As a team, Nat, and his handler, 
Leading Senior Constable Matt Steele 
were three times awarded the Dog 
Squad's most successful team in 
relation to arrests in a year. 

Ldg Sen Const Steele said Nat was 
a loyal partner and had saved his life 
earlier this year. 



T ransit Divisional Response Unit 
members, with the assistance of 
the Special Operations Group, arrested 
two men and a woman following an 
investigation into a series of thefts 
and criminal damage offences to MYKI 
machines at various metropolitan 
railway stations. 

The thefts and damage, predominately 
in the northern suburbs, were believed 
to exceed $500,000 in value. 


4 . OMVTS 




O rganised Motor Vehicle Theft Squad (OMVTS) detectives are warning 
potential car buyers to be wary when purchasing vehicles from backyard 
car dealers. 

Police have seen a recent trend of vehicles being sold on various online 
car sites with low odometer readings when compared to the age of the car. 

Anyone with information about backyard car dealers is asked to contact their 
local police or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 or www.crimestoppers.com.au 


The awards recognise the top 100 most influential 
African Australians and celebrate, appreciate and 
showcase their contributions. They also honour 
Australian organisations, businesses and individuals 
that support the African community. Mr Lado was 
awarded the Champion of Africa award, for exceptional 
achievements and remarkable contributions 
to Australia and Africa through work, policing, 
legal and community engagements. 



5 . 

Police 

Win Awards 

Multicultural Liaison Officer 
Leading Senior Constable Richard 
Dove and New and Emerging 
Communities Liaison Officer Moses 
Lado received prestigious awards 
at the Celebration of African 
Australian National Awards 
at Parliament House. 


3 . Museum 
Commended 


T he Victoria Police Museum received a commendation for 
its achievements and services in the sector at the 2013 
Victorian Museum Awards on 8 August. 

The award was for the temporary exhibition Things 
of Fire and Ash, a collaborative project working with 
teenagers from Kinglake affected by the 2009 bushfires. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS: WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE WORLD OF POLICING? 



o 

FRANCE 

A French soldier was arrested in connection 
with alleged plans to attack a mosque in the 
city of Lyon. The man, 23, was arrested at an 
air base in Lyon after relatives told police they 
found suspicious documents in his possession. 
Investigators said the soldier told them he planned 
to fire shots at a mosque in Venissieux, a Lyon 
suburb, on the last day of Ramadan. 


Q SINGAPORE 

j Police arrested a 52-year-old man for armed 
| robbery with the assistance of four community- 
j minded members of the public. The four men 
| witnessed a man use a knife to steal a wallet from 
| a woman and chased him down before pinningthe 
| suspect to the ground and calling the police. Police 
| responded swiftly to the incident and arrested him. 



6 . Like Us 

The Victoria Police Facebook page reached 50,000 likes recently. The page features breaking police news, 
behind-the-scenes photos and videos as well as links to live chats, live streaming of press conferences and 
local Eyewatch Facebook pages. Visit the page at https://www.facebook.com/victoriapolice on the internet. 



D etectives from Bairnsdale Crime Investigation 
Unit interviewed three 16-year-old boys in relation 
to a series of homemade devices that were detonated 
in Bairnsdale. 

The boys were cautioned in relation to criminal 
damage offences. 

Detectives thanked the community for their 
assistance in relation to the matter. 



A 29-year-old woman was caught 
drink driving with four children 
in the car in Spotswood. She was 
arrested after allegedly refusing to 
supply her name and address and 
became confrontational with police. 

The woman returned a positive 
preliminary breath test and was 
taken to Altona Police Station where 
she recorded a second reading of 
0.174 per cent. 

She will be summonsed to appear 
at court at a later date. 


9 . Farm Crime Conference 

L ivestock and farm crime specialists from around the state 
gathered in Ballarat for the third Livestock and Farm Crime 
Specialist Group state conference. 

The conference, hosted by Victoria Police Crime Command, 
brought together police, government representatives and 
agricultural industry stakeholders to discuss emerging trends 
and issues relating to livestock theft and farm related crime. 

Head of Practice for the Livestock and Farm Crime 
Specialist Group, Superintendent Craig Gillard said livestock 
and farm crime remained an important focus for police. 



10 . Traffic Offences 
Detected 



P olice detected over 80 traffic offences during 
an Automated Number Plate Recognition 
operation in PascoeVale in July. 

Police performed over 3500 scans on vehicles 
travelling between Adelaide Street and 
Edgecombe Street. 


NUMBER CRUNCHING 


146 

As part of Operation Evergreen, Brimbank 
Highway Patrol members detected 146 
drivers committing a variety of offences. 
The five-day operation targeted hoon 
behaviour. 


$ 500,000 

A $500,000 reward is on offer for anyone who 
has information about the death of Brenda 
Goudge. Homicide Squad Detective Inspector 
John Potter hopes the reward will encourage 
anyone with information about the unsolved 
murder to contact police. 


191 

Police charged a 25-year-old Geelong man 
after seizing more than $170,000 worth 
of methamphetamine. Police allege cash, 
mobile phones and about 197 grams 
of the drug were located during the 
property search. 


6 

Wyndham Highway Patrol police intercepted 
a woman driving in Hoppers Crossing with 
a blood alcohol reading nearly six times 
over the limit. 
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GAME 

VICTORIA POLICE HAS SET UP THE SPORTING 
INTEGRITY INTELLIGENCE UNIT (SHU) TO 
WORK WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND BODIES 
TO INVESTIGATE AND IDENTIFY INTEGRITY 
ISSUES ACROSS ALL SPORTING CODES. 

EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 
PHOTOGRAPHY PETER CLARKE 





WORKING TOGETHER 

.01 SIIU’s Det Sgt Kieran Murnane 
and analyst Kaia Morris 
with Racing Victoria’s Special 
Investigations Steward Tim 
Robinson at Flemington 
Racecourse. 

.02 Building partnerships with 
representatives from various 
sporting codes assists the SIIU’s 
members with gathering 
intelligence on issues of 
sporting integrity. 


they could be fleecing money from 
a lot of people who like to place an 
occasional bet on the weekend,” 
Sen Sgt Duggan said. “A win in a 
race might mean a special dinner 
for that family.” 

Sen Sgt Duggan said the public 
should not lose faith in sporting 
codes. 

“You look at organisations like 
the AFL and they invest a lot of 
money to ensure integrity in their 
sport,” he said. 

“It does open your eyes as an avid 
sports follower, but it makes you 
more committed to clean up any 
issues in sport and ensure integrity 
is squeaky clean. Like with a lot of 
things it can be the minority that 
spoils it for the majority and once 
a sporting code is tarnished by the 
actions of a few, it can affect many. 

“Sport is an outlet for everyone 
and we don’t want kids to be turned 
away from it.”« 


T alk of illegal peptides, blood doping 
and match fixing has dominated 
news headlines over the past 12 
months with a number of high profile 
athletes and clubs embroiled in 
scandals that have shocked sports 
fans around the world. 

In February, the Australian Crime 
Commission released a report 
highlighting a number of integrity 
issues across many sporting 
codes, includingthe involvement 
of organised crime in the supply of 
performance enhancing drugs and 
match fixing. 

The potential economic impact 
and detriment to communities 
prompted Victoria Police, in 
consultation with the State 
Government, to establish a Sporting 
Integrity Intelligence Unit (SIIU) 
to address the issues. 

SI IU, which is part of the State 
Intelligence Division - Intelligence 
and Covert Support Command, 
commenced operations on 
11 February. 

Its aim is to provide world-class 
intelligence services to local and 
international law enforcement 
agencies, sport regulators and 
sporting bodies. 

The unit collects and analyses 
information and intelligence 
from a range of local, national and 
international sources before referring 
it to the appropriate area of Victoria 
Police or other partnership agencies 
for investigation. 

SIIU’s Detective Sergeant 
Kieran Murnane said that although 
intelligence showed sporting 
identities being involved in illicit 
drugs, performance and image 
enhancing drugs (PIEDs) and links to 
organised crime were not significant 
within Victoria, there was a growing 
sense of vulnerability. 

“Analysis tells us that of all the 
identified Victorian sporting players 
and club employees, four per cent 
have a criminal history recorded 
within the state, with 24 per cent of 
offences committed being assault 
related,” Det Sgt Murnane said. 

“Elite athletes are vulnerable to 
organised crime infiltration and we 
have seen examples of sporting 
identities from interstate and 
internationally being involved with 
illicit drugs, PIEDs and having links 
to organised crime.” 


A key aspect of the SIIU’s work 
involves building relationships with 
regulatory bodies from different 
sporting codes. 

“We are in regular contact with 
organisations like Racing Victoria, 
Cricket Australia and will be working 
with Tennis Australia for the 2014 
Australian Open,” Det Sergeant 
Murnane said. 

“We receive intelligence from 
various sources like Crime Stoppers 
Victoria, representatives from codes, 
media identities and anonymous 
tip-offs. Our aim is to analyse the 
information and ascertain if there 
is an offence or breach of sporting 
conduct.” 

Racing Victoria’s Special 
Investigations Steward Tim Robinson, 
a former Victoria Police detective 
with the Purana Taskforce, said it 
was vitalto have a unit like the SI IU 
as a consistent point of contact. 

“It is imperative for sporting 
codes to work closely with Victoria 
Police on integrity issues to ensure 
public confidence in all codes is 
maintained,” Mr Robinson said. 

“We have recently worked closely 
with SI IU in relation to an allegation 
of industry participants being 
involved in a large scale betting 
syndicate.” 


Det Sgt Murnane said 
the SI IU has banned a number 
of people from racing venues. 

“We can issue Racing Exclusion 
Orders, which must be signed by 
Chief Commissioner Ken Lay,” 
he said. 

The unit also works closely 
with betting agencies to determine 
if any suspicious bets have been 
made before, during and after 
sporting matches. 

SIIU’s Senior Sergeant James 
Duggan said betting agencies had 
been very cooperative because it 
was in their best interests from 
a business point of view. 

“Illegal behaviour can be a risk 
for their organisations so they will 
make us aware of betting patterns 
and will notify us if they think an 
offence has taken place," Sen Sgt 
Duggan said. 

“It could be that they receive 
5000 bets on a horse to lose in a 
particular race and they suspect 
something and contact us.” 

Spot fixing, which involves a 
specific part of a match being fixed, 
has been a concern for the SI IU with 
advances in technology allowing 
result information to be sent to 
people in other countries, giving 
them the chance to bet large sums 
of money during delays in releasing 
official results. 

“People who engage in criminal 
activity like spot fixing may think 
they are not hurting anyone, but 


P0LICELIFE SPRING 2013 











M 


SPRING 2013 POLICELIFE 








FROM CREATING PROFILES ON CRIMINALS 
TO SCOURING PHONE RECORDS TO PIECING 
TOGETHER THE MOVEMENTS OF VICTIMS 
AND SUSPECTS, TACTICAL INTELLIGENCE 
OPERATIVES ARE THE BACKBONE 
OF SERIOUS CRIME INVESTIGATIONS. 


A s a kidnapping is reported to the 
Armed Crime Taskforce, Tactical 
Intelligence Operative (TIO) Leading 
Senior Constable Neil Daly jumps 
straight to his task. 

“We get to work immediately 
on live kidnappings and we have 
an operation room ready to go," 

Ldg Sen Const Daly said. 

“While the detectives will chase 
all the leads coming through, my job 
is to start getting profiles together on 
the victims, on the hostage and the 
offenders. Because the hostage is 
always someone close to the victims, 
we need to get thorough profiles on 
them all. 

“I really enjoy this kind of work. 

I like discovering things about the 
offenders that we didn’t know before. 
It is very challenging, every job 
is different and no two days are 
the same. 

“Kidnappings can run from 
anywhere between a couple of hours 
to a few days. My work is very 
prompt and instantaneous. We are 
dealing with armed offenders so 
all bases need to be covered.” 

Leading Senior Constable Jackie 
Jones has been a TIO for six years and 
with the Homicide Squad fortwo. 

“I am currently working with the 
Cold Case Unit and putting together 
profiles on persons of interest,” 
she said. 


INQUISITIVE MINDS 

.01 Tactical Intelligence Operatives 
leading senior constables Jackie 
Jones and Neil Daly are at the 
forefront of crime investigation. 


“This means charting timelines, 
researching historical backgrounds 
and using the big contact network 
TIOs have built up overtime.” 

Ldg Sen Const Jones said profiling 
was one of many strengths TIOs have. 

“Especially with historical cases. 
When we re-look at a case, we can 
use contemporary policing methods 
to discover new information or leads 
and do profiles on all the people of 
interest involved in the case. What 
are they up to now? Who are their 
current associates?That kind of 
thing. We do all the checking and 
validating. 

“I find the historical cases 
fascinating. I love digging and 
finding new things. It’s like putting 
the pieces of the puzzle together.” 

Ldg Sen Const Jones said a 
good TIO needed to be an excellent 
researcher, have an inquisitive nature, 
be prepared to contact all types of 
people, be a team player and be 
able to maintain contacts. 

Centre for Intelligence Practice’s 
Senior Sergeant Mark Sullivan said 
TIOs were a vital part of criminal 
investigations. 

“TIOs play a key role in supporting 
investigations at all levels across 
Victoria Police by providing specialist 
intelligence and analytical functions,” 
he said. 

“They also utilise a variety of 
specialised IT systems and analytical 
methods to collect, analyse and 
disseminate intelligence relating to 
Victoria Police operational objectives.” 

Sen Sgt Sullivan said TIOs were 
assigned to many of Victoria Police’s 
taskforces and units. 

“TICs working at the Crime 
Department and Professional 
Standards Command are generally 
assigned to individual workgroups 
or teams while those working in 


metropolitan and regional stations 
can be appointed to a variety 
of investigative units, including 
Crime Investigation Units (CIU), 
Sexual Offences and Child 
Abuse Investigation Teams 
and Tasking Units.” 

TIOs also work at police stations 
in the regions, and they provide 
analytical support to investigations. 
They also monitor trends and identify 
the underlying causes of volume 
and serious crime so that these 
issues can be addressed through 
the tasking and coordination of 
police. 

Senior Constable Sarah Williams 
has been a TIO for about three years. 
She now works for the Melton 
Police Service Area (PSA) and 
is attached to the CIU. 

“The job of the TIO at the stations 
is a bit different. Each day I am tasked 
to provide the division managers 
with daily summaries. Basically, 
it is a wrap up of crimes that have 
occurred overnight. This helps the 
station sergeants to pick upon 
crime trends to allocate resources 
accordingly. 

“I thinkTIOs out at police stations 
also get out and about a bit more. 

It is part of my job to build local 
contacts, to visit places of interest 
such as second-hand dealers, and 
get a feel for what is going on.” 

Sen Const Williams said a recent 
example was when a number of cars 
were being broken into at a reserve in 
Melton.The information reports she 
was getting from police indicated 
the break-ins were happening after 
a certain time of night. 

“I was able to go down to the 
reserve and I noticed that all the 
activity at the sporting field seemed 
to stop and the bright lighting was 
turned off after 7pm. 

"We sent more patrols to the 
reserve at these times and it helped 
to stop the break-ins.” 

Sen Const Williams said she 
enjoyed the hands-on approach 
of her job. 

“You do have to have a bit 
of a knack for this kind of work, 
but it is great.”* 


Ldq Sen Const Oonesjxaid jLgood TIO needed to be arp 
exc ellent re sea rche r, have an in quis itive nature, be pre pa red 

to contact all types of people, be a^eam flayer and be able 

to maintain contacts. 
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. HERETO HELP 


.01 Dei Sen Sgt Jenny Wilson;. ■ 

'(front),'detective senior / 

'■ ■ constables Jon Ebinger; 

■ Racheal Murphy,Jenni . ■ ■ ■ . 

Lornancf and'DetSgt'- .' .' 

■ ' Helen Gh'u'ggare part- _ 

■of the.Footscray Sexual ■ 

■ Offences aod Child Abuse . 

\ ' Investigation-Team. . ' ■ . 


H ead of the Footscray Sexual 
Offences and Child Abuse 
Investigation Team (SOCIT) Detective 
Senior Sergeant Jenny Wilson, 
has been investigating sexually 
motivated crimes for many years. 

The Footscray SOCIT is one of 
Victoria Police’s biggest and its 
members investigate most serious 
sexual assaults and child abuse 
cases that occur in the Police 
Service Areas of Maribyrnong, 
Flobsons Bay, Wyndham, Melton 
and Brimbank. 

“Nearly every job we get is a 
serious, complex crime that has a 
risk to the community. But there is 
a lot of satisfaction in bringing the 
perpetrators to justice for the 
crimes they have committed. 

“There seems to be a perception 
out there that you will be assaulted 
just walking down the street. But 
the reality is, you are most likely to 
be assaulted by a family member 
or someone close to the family, 
than by a stranger in the night. 
Unfortunately this is a stark reality.” 
she said. 

Det Sen Sgt Wilson said a majority 
of the SOCIT’s cases were family 
violence-related. 

For example, in 2011 the staff at 
a Melbourne hospital came across 
a two and a half-year-old girl with 
horrific injuries consistent with 
trauma caused from a major traffic 
collision. Her parents were claiming 
it was from a trampoline fall. The 
doctors became suspicious and 
called the Footscray SOCIT. 

It turned out they had every right 
to be suspicious. 

The mother, who had three 
children, admitted flying into a fit 
of rage after her daughter vomited in 
her bed. She threw the young child 
against a brick wall more than three 
times and as her tiny body lay limp 
on the floor, she beat her. 

Instead of immediately rushing 
her to hospital, the mother and the 
child’s step father, did nothing, 


hoping she would get better. It was 
not until days later that they took 
her for medical assistance. 

Det Sen Sgt Jenny Wilson said 
this was just one example of the 
horrific crimes against children 
her team investigates. 

“Our detectives had to turn up 
to the hospital, not really knowing 
what happened and work backwards 
from there. 

“It is difficult, as there are often 
few witnesses, but these are the 
type of cases we have to deal with 
often with great success. In this 
case, the mother ended up pleading 
guilty.” 

The mother was sentenced to 
seven years’jail with a parole period 
of three years. 

Another example of a case the 
Footscray SOCIT have worked on 
was when former tennis player and 
well known coach Mark Fitzpatrick 
was accused of having a sexual 
relationship with one of his students 
between 2006 and 2009, when the 
girl was aged 14 to 16 years old. 

“Fie was her tennis coach at 
Melbourne Park. Fie basically got her 
to trust him, as well as infiltrating her 
family. They trusted him with their 
daughter and he abused her. It 
was classic grooming,” Det Sen 
Sgt Wilson said. 

“She had a very promising tennis 
career and he ruined that for her. 
The offending went on around the 
Williamstown and Altona North 
areas and near the tennis centre, 
but also while the coach and his 
pupil were away for tournaments.” 


Fitzpatrick was sentenced to six 
years’jail and was eligible for parole 
after three and a half years. Fie was 
also put on the Sex Offenders 
Register for life. 

Det Sen Sgt Wilson said changes 
to the way Victoria Police investigated 
sex crimes and child abuse, where 
all members of the SOCITs are 
specialised trained detectives and 
usually the first detective a victim 
speaks with will see them 
throughout the whole process. 

“We encourage anyone who has 
been a victim of a sexual assault 
to contact us and tell us your story. 

“It is totally up to you whether you 
decide to go forward with criminal 
charges, but we will listen to you 
and advise you of all the options 
available, this doesn't necessarily 
mean going to court. If you do decide 
to go down that path, we are there 
to guide you.” 

Detective Senior Constable Jenni 
Lamond has worked at the SOCIT for 
two and a half years and enjoys the 
challenge of investigating serious 
crimes. 

“While the crimes can be 
horrendous, helping children get 
out of terrible life situations can 
be very rewarding,” she said. 

“It is also a job where people tell 
you something they have never 
shared with anyone before, building 
that trust up and seeing the look on 
their faces that someone believes 
their story is a great feeling.” ■ 


"It i s tot ally up t o you whether you decide to 

go forward with criminal charges, but we will 

listen t e you and advise veu of all t he options 

available, this doesn't necessarily mean 

going to court. If you do decide to go down 

that path, we are t here to guide you ," 

Det Sen Sg t Wilson sa id. 
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Ldg Sen Const Paul Sedgewick and Sgt Tony 
Rayson get into BlueNet at the start of their shift. 


The Solo Unit and Highway Patrol join BlueNet 
to set up a static traffic stop. 


BlueNet scans vehicles and notifies members up ahead 
of unauthorised drivers. 
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VICTORIA POLICE'S BLUENET VEHICLE 
FEATURES TECHNOLOGY THAT MAKES 
IT EVEN EASIER FOR POLICE TO FIND 
UNLICENSED AND ILLEGAL DRIVERS. 
POLICE LIFE SPENT A SHIFT IN THE CAR 


EDITORIAL SARA-JANE HOOPER 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 

B y the time State Highway 
Patrol’s Sergeant Tony Rayson 
and Leading Senior Constable Paul 
Sedgewick drove from Moorabbin to 
their shift location in the Macedon 
Ranges, BlueNet had identified 
three unregistered drivers. 

BlueNet has four cameras 
mounted on the outside of the 
car which scan number plates 
of vehicles travelling from both 
directions whether it is in motion or 
static. This is known as Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition (ANPR). 

The data is automatically sent to 
a computer inside the vehicle and 
when it identifies a ‘hit’, an 
unregistered, unlicensed or 
suspended driver, a stolen vehicle, 
stolen number plates or a vehicle 
that is identified as wanted or with 
an interlock device, it notifies 
the police. 

Sgt Rayson said BlueNet was 
allowing police to intercept more 
traffic offenders. 

“When I started 35 years ago it 
would take up to 45 minutes on the 
roadside to confirm someone was 
unregistered,” he said. 

“It only takes BlueNet half a 
second to scan a car as it travels 
past and in one shift it can check 
up to 7000 cars. That means that 


when we are in BlueNet we know 
a vehicle is unauthorised before 
we even pull the car over. 

“Some people think they can get 
away with driving unauthorised by 
driving a nice car or in a way that 
doesn’t attract attention but BlueNet 
doesn’t discriminate.” 

According to Road Policing 
Command Assistant Commissioner 
Robert Hill BlueNet shows that 
Victoria Police is exploring new 
ways to protect drivers. 

“BlueNet shows our thinking 
around the new application of 
different technologies and how we 
will use them to provide contemporary 
road policing enforcement and 
further reduce road trauma,” he said. 

“We have experienced great 
success so far with BlueNet and 
are looking to put four more vehicles 
into operation by the time our high- 
risk summer and holiday period 
begins.” 

When Police Life jump into the car 
it only takes a few minutes before 
BlueNet sounds the all important 
ring indicating that it has got a hit. 

The vehicle is unregistered. 

Sgt Rayson and Ldg Sen Const 
Sedgewick radio through to their 
colleagues waiting on motorbikes 
up ahead who intercept the driver. 

The driver said he moved house 
over six months ago and had not 
registered a change of address. 


He was stung with a $722 fine 
for driving an unregistered car and 
another $144 for failing to change 
his address with VicRoads. 

To some people driving 
unauthorised might seem like 
a minor issue but Sgt Rayson 
knows it is not. 

“Unauthorised drivers are a risk 
to other motorists. We know they are 
involved in fatalities and serious 
collisions causing injury on the 
roads,” he said. 

In fact, a Victorian study 
conducted by Monash University, 
found that between 2003 and 2007 
almost 11 per cent of fatal crashes 
and more than seven per cent of 
serious injury crashes involved 
an unlicensed driver. Alcohol was 
present in 55 per cent of unlicensed 
driver fatalities. 

Since its introduction to 
Victorian roads in December last 
year, BlueNet has scanned 288,994 
vehicles across Melbourne, Mildura, 
Wangaratta, Shepparton, Bass Coast, 
Geelong, Ballarat, Moorabool, 
Northern Grampians, Bendigo 
and the Macedon Ranges. 


During that time it has detected 
11,694 offences and taken many 
dangerous drivers off the roads. 

Sgt Rayson recalls BlueNet's 
first arrest which came only two 
hours after it was first deployed. 

“A man was detected driving in 
Frankston with stolen plates on 
an unregistered car,” he said. 

“He had stolen the plates six 
months earlier and had been 
driving around since thattime. 

He had also made up a false 
registration sticker to match 
the stolen plates and did not 
have a licence.” 

In January, a 19-year-old man was 
caught in the net, driving what police 
describe as a ‘very’ unroadworthy 
car and he tested positive for 
methamphetamine and cannabis. 
He was a learner driver and was 
alone in the vehicle. 

During the time Police Life was 
on shift, BlueNet was able to detect 
one unlicensed driver, one fail to 
notify change of address, one 
vehicle defect notice and five 
unregistered vehicles. 

Overall, on that day, State Highway 
Patrol detected 43 offences. ■ 


OTHER BLUENET SUCCESSES 

• In Avoca, in Victoria's west, BlueNet located a man who was wanted by 
police. The man's vehicle was detected by BlueNet, showing his licence 
was suspended. It turned out the man was not only driving while 
suspended, but was also wanted after being involved in a siege 
earlier that day. 

• BlueNet concentrated on the Mornington Peninsula over the Australia 
Day long weekend. During the three days BlueNet checked 24,000 cars 
and detected 26 unauthorised drivers, 51 unregistered vehicles and 
eight interlock breaches. 

• BlueNet detected a suspended female driver. She blew 0.194 and had 
been picked up drink driving two weeks earlier. 



Members intercept an unlicensed vehicle. 


Members finish their static traffic stop and 
BlueNet starts scanning while in motion. 


BlueNet identifies a suspended driver and Ldg Sen Const 
Sedgewick intercepts. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STAYING 

SAFE 

6NLINE 


FROM COMMUNICATING WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO ONLINE 
SHOPPING AND BANKING, THERE ARE MANY BENEFITS OF 
USING THE INTERNET. HOWEVER, THERE ARE GROWING 
CONCERNS AROUND THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA WITH ISSUES 
SUCH AS CYBER BULLYING, SEXTING, ONLINE GROOMING 
AND SCAMS AND FRAUD. 


EDITORIAL MANDISANTIC 


H ere are some tips from the 
Victoria Police Community 
Engagement Support Team to 
help keep you safe online. 

CYBER BULLYING 

Cyber bullying is the intentional 
bullying of someone using digital 
technology such as the internet, 
social media sites, mobile phones 
or other electronic devices to send 
or post text or images intended to 
abuse and offend another person. 

Hurtful comments such as 
spreading rumours, creating a fake 
profile and people attempting to 
steal other people’s passwords can 
also be considered cyber bullying. 

Bullies or online trolls usually 
hide their identity and do not reveal 
who they are or openly participate in 
cyber bullying by themselves or with 
others. 

Once information goes on the 
internet it is difficult to remove 
as other people could save and 
re-upload the content. The content 
could also possibly be accessed 
via a search engine such as Google. 

Cyber bullying is a serious 
issue and can leave people 
feeling depressed, lonely, afraid 
and hopeless. It can also impact 
the ability to concentrate at work 
or school. 


There are laws to protect victims 
against cyber bullying. Police have 
the power to intervene in cases of 
serious bullying, including issuing 
Personal Safety Intervention Orders, 
and can lay criminal charges such 
as using a communication device to 
menace, harass or cause offence. 

Tips to protect your identity 

• Do not share private information 
such as your mobile phone number 
or address with someone you do 
not know. 

• Use a strong password combining 
numbers, letters and symbols. 

• Ensure privacy settings 
restrict access to your personal 
information when using sites like 
Facebook. 

Continue Page 20... 
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Cyber bullying is a serious issue and 
can leave people feeling depressed, lonely, 
afraid and hopeless. It can also impact 

the ability to concentrate at work or school. 


Tips to protect yourself 

• Be careful what information or 
photographs you share online. 

• Try not to respond to hurtful 
messages when you are angry 
or sad, as this can fuel bullies. 

• Teenagers should not befriend 
anyone they do not know on 
social media. 

• Block, delete and report bullies 
online. 

• Speak up to get support 
and advice. 

• Teenagers should have a trusted 
friend or adult as their friend 

on Facebook. 

• Children under 13 years of age 
should not be on general social 
media sites. 

Tips for parents and guardians 

• Monitor your child’s online 
activities. 

• Checkyour child’s online 
privacy settings. 

• Be aware of how many online 
friends your child has and who 
they are. 

• Ensure that your child’s school 
has a cyber bullying policy. 

• Explain to your child that all 
interactions with others online 
can be traced back to them and 
their behaviour is impacting 

a real person. 


SEXTING 

Sexting is the sending and 
sharing of nude, semi-nude or 
sexually explicit words or images 
via mobile phones or photos 
through the internet. It does occur 
amongst adults, but is also very 
common with young people. 

Sexting often has negative 
consequences when the victim 
does not foresee the social and 
legal risks. 

One of the most important legal 
consequences of sexting is that it is 
against the law to take a photo and 
share a sexually explicit image 
of someone under the age of 18. 

If caught sharing an inappropriate 
image, people could be charged 
with a criminal offence such as 
manufacturing child pornography 
and possessing child pornography. 

It is vital to recognise that 
anything sent to someone privately 
could become public. Situations and 
relationships can change and a once 
trusted person could use sexually 
explicit content against you. 

Be aware of sexting 

• Know that circumstances can 
change and anything you send to 
someone could be made public. 

• Think before you send something. 

• Future job prospects could be 
in jeopardy. 

• Speak up to get support 
and advice. 

• Parents and guardians are 
encouraged to talk to children 
about sexting. 

• Remember, once it’s out there, 
you cannot take it back. 


It is vitalto recognise that anything sent to 

someone privately could become public. 


ONLINE GROOMING 

Online grooming occurs when a 
paedophile purposely manipulates 
and deceives a child, pretending to 
be someone they are not, usually a 
younger person, in order to have a 
relationship with the child purely 
for sexual motives. 

Online grooming can occur 
anywhere on the internet including 
social networking sites, online gaming 
and forums, instant messaging and 
emails. 

Paedophiles target children and 
will do and say anything to gain 
their trust. 

Online grooming can lead to 
further consequences such as child 
sexual abuse and child abduction. 

Parents and guardians should 
keep a constant eye on their child’s 
online activities and communicate 
effectively about their online usage. 



M 


SPRING 2013 POLICELIFE 








Online scammers try to draw in victims by 

requesting a certain amount of money from 

them. Scams can be found in spam emails, 

free offers on the internet, and via spyware 

on your computer. 
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Be aware of online grooming 

• Never give your personal details 
to anyone on the internet. 

• Never trust anyone that asks to 
meet you that you do not know 
in real life. 

• Do not trust or act on any requests 
that ask you to perform acts 

or send pictures of yourself. 

• Report suspicious behaviour to a 
trusted friend, parent or guardian. 

• Ensure strict online privacy 
settings. 

• Do not accept anyone to be your 
friend online if you do not know 
them. 

Parents or guardians should 

be aware if their child: 

• spends too much time online 

• becomes secretive 

• receives unexplained gifts 
or money 

• becomes aggressive if not 
allowed to use a computer, and 

• has pornography saved on their 
computer. 


ONLINE SCAMS AND FRAUD 

With shopping, banking and 
paying bills online happening 
frequently so does the risk of 
online scams and fraud. 

Online scammers try to draw 
in victims by requesting a certain 
amount of money from them. Scams 
can be found in spam emails, 
free offers on the internet, and 
via spyware on your computer. 

Some examples of online scams 
include get rich quick schemes, 
Nigerian loan or investment scams, 
work at home schemes, miracle 
health products and competitions 
and lotteries. 

Scammers may ask for personal 
details such as bank account 
numbers and passwords to 
steal money. 

Online fraud is deceitful and 
dishonest conduct where criminals 
use the internet, mobile banking, 
phishing and mule recruitment 
to obtain money. 

Internet banking fraud occurs 
when someone illegally steals 
money from an account. Online 
technologies such as trojans, 
spyware and viruses are installed 
on personal computers to gain 
private information. 

Phishing involves sending emails 
that appear to be communications 
from a bank or financial institution 
hopingto trick people into supplying 
their online access details. 


Be aware of online scams 

and fraud 

• Change your passwords regularly. 

• Minimise spam and viruses 
by updating your computer’s 
anti-viral software. 

• Delete suspicious emails that 
contain attachments or links to 
other websites and never open or 
load these attachments on your 
computer. 

• Be suspicious of any email from 
someone you do not know. 

• Do not reply to any email giving 
personal information even if it 
states it is from your bank. 

• When using your credit card to 
pay for anything, never let it out 
of your sight, especially at a 
restaurant or service station. 

• If you suspect an unauthorised 
transaction, contact your 
financial institution to confirm 
and then contact the police. 
People with urgent or crisis 

matters should to contact Triple 

Zero (000). l 


Useful links and phone numbers: 

• Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800 
www.kidshelp.com.au 

• Lifeline: 13 11 14 

www.lifeline.org.au 

• www.cybersmart.gov.au 

• www.scamwatch.gov.au 

• www.thinkuknow.org.au 
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Wyndham Youth 
Resource Officer 

Leading Senior 
Constable 


TRACEY 

DUHIG 


Students need to be aware they 
can be charged with possessing or 
sharing child pornography if they 
share or post nude images of 
themselves or others. 

Employers often check the social 
media accounts of job applicants, 
so young people need to be careful 
of what photographs or information 
they put online. 

Anything posted on the internet 
stays there forever and you just 
do not know who is looking at your 
personal information. 

When I visit schools I ask 
students how many friends they 
have on Facebook and most have 
well over 100. 

Some students have more than 
1000 friends even though they do 
not actually know a lot of them. 

Paedophiles can hide behind 
fake social media accounts so 
we encourage students to only 
engage with people they know 
and can trust. ■ 


WITH INSTANCES OF CYBER BULLYING 
AND STALKING ON THE INCREASE, POLICE 
OFTEN TALK TO STUDENTS ABOUT HOW 
TO PROTECT THEMSELVES ONLINE. 


We now have legislation in place in 
Victoria that allows police to charge 
someone for sending offensive 
material via electronic devices that 
causes harm to a person. 

Brodie’s Law was introduced 
in 2011 when 19-year-old Brodie 
Panlocktook her own life after being 
subjected to relentless face-to-face 
and cyber bullying by staff at her 
workplace. 

I tell students to save any form of 
cyber bullying they come across as 
it can be used as evidence in court. 
If the bullying is affecting a person’s 
life so badly they are thinking 
of harming themselves, there 
is a need for action to be taken. 

Another problem we have 
come across in the Wyndham area is 
young people posting inappropriate 
images of themselves online. 

There have been incidents where 
a person texts a naked photograph 
of him or herself to their boyfriend 
or girlfriend and it later gets posted 
on Facebook or other social media 
sites after they break-up. 


EDITORIAL 

LEADING SENIOR CONSTABLE 
TRACEY DUHIG 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


CYBER SAFETY 

.01 LdgSen ConstTracey Duhig is 
concerned about cyber bullying 
and cyber stalking. 

.02 LdgSen Const Duhig shows the 
devastation that cyber bullying 
can cause in a person’s life. 

.03 Students are told to only engage 
with people they can trust online. 


C yber bullying and cyber stalking 
are growing issues in the Wyndham 
area and I have visited a number of 
local schools to educate students 
on ways to protect themselves from 
becoming victims. 

Bullying is no longer exclusive to 
school grounds and can follow young 
people home. It can happen in the 
form of offensive text messages, 
emails or social media comments 
and has the potential for many 
people to view or take part in it. 

I encourage students who 
have experienced any form of cyber 
bullying to immediately report it to 
an adult they can trust, or to police. 
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BEING INVOLVED IN ESTABLISHING AND MANAGING THE FRAUD 
SQUAD'S FIRST EVER COMPUTER CRIME TEAM, IT SEEMS FITTING 
THAT THE E-CRIME SQUAD'S DETECTIVE INSPECTOR JOHN MANLEY 
HAS IMPLEMENTED CHANGES THAT HAVE REVOLUTIONISED HOW 
VICTORIA POLICE DEALS WITH ONLINE CRIME. 


EDITORIAL MANDI SANTIC 

PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BELL 


D uring his 40-year career, Detective 
Inspector Manly has worked in the 
City West Crime Investigation Unit, 
the Fraud Squad, Financial 
Services Division,Tricontinental 
Royal Commission and in divisional 
inspector positions. He then became 
part of the Service Improvement 
Program. 

It was in this position that he 
helped improve the response to 
family violence. 


“My team and I put forward 
recommendations which changed 
the way Victoria Police responded to 
family violence. This included building 
better processes for supporting 
victims and establishing processes 
to connect them with support 
agencies,” Det Insp Manley said. 

Det Insp Manley then worked 
as a traffic inspector and local 
area commander before he joined 
Crime Command in 2008.There 
he was placed in charge of the 
E-Crime Squad. 

“We investigate everything from 
people hacking into online networks 
and stealing data to providing digital 
analysis of a range of devices that 


contain evidence such as computers 
with child exploitation material,” 
he said. 

“My role here involves managing 
the squad of detectives, digital 
forensic analysts and specialist 
support staff. We analyse all digital 
equipment seized by Victoria Police 
that supports charges being laid or 
alternatively proves that a person 
has not been involved in a crime.” 

Leading the E-Crime Squad, 

Det Insp Manley has initiated 
changes to the way Victoria Police 
responds to cyber crime. He has 
worked hard to ensure the squad 
keeps pace with the demands 
of modern technologies. 


ONLINE PIONEER 

.01 Det Insp John Manley investigates 
online crime. 


“I’ve played a significant role 
in the development of national 
guidelines for the education 
and training of police and digital 
analysts so that we can improve 
their technological investigations 
skills,” Det Insp Manley said. 

One of the most challenging 
aspects he has experienced is the 
need to change business processes, 
upgrade equipment, upgrade 
staff skill sets, change laws 
and contribute to training. 

Det Insp Manley is adamant that 
all police, especially junior members, 
must develop an interest in and 
keep up-to-date in relation to the 
investigation of crimes involving 
the use of technology. ■ 
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POLICE WANT PARENTS AND TEENAGERS TO USE THE 
CASE OF ONLINE GROOMER, JOHN RAYMOND ZIMMERMAN, 
TO SERVE AS A WARNING NOT TO BEFRIEND PEOPLE 
YOU DO NOT KNOW ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 

EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 






H e was'young, good looking and 
had 3776 friends. 

It’s not surprising 13-year-old 
Madison* didn’t hesitate to accept 
his request for friendship on the 
social media site, MySpace. 

He seemed nice at first and said 
all the right things, complimenting 
Madison’s looks. 

But this stranger who called 
himself Jay was not the 17-year-old, 
football playing, male model that 
appeared on her screen. 

The tone of his messages quickly 
changed. 

Jay told Madison he would love 
to touch her and asked about her 
experiences with sex. 

Not wanting to disappoint, 
Madison told him she’d had 
sex before. 

He exposed himself over his 
web camera before challenging 
herto do the same. 

She did not know he was saving 
images of her performing the act, and 
that was when the threats began. 

Jay, who was actually 24-year-old 
Frankston resident John Raymond 
Zimmerman, wanted sex and said 
they had to meet or he’d send the 
images to Madison’s parents, 
friends and schoolteachers. 


Despite saying no and trying to 
talk her way out of it, he refused 
to back down. 

Too scared to tell anyone, 
Madison agreed to meet him at an 
abandoned school in Forest Hill. He 
arrived with his face disguised and 
raped her, and it did not stop there. 

Jay continued to harass Madison 
over MySpace and made her meet 
him two more times, forcing 
himself on her on both occasions. 

Finally, he agreed to delete the 
images and she blocked him from 
her MySpace and MSN accounts. 

Then she got a message from 
someone called Zimmo. 

Zimmo, the genuine MySpace 
account of Zimmerman, had 
previously made contact with her 
and said Jay had passed on the 
images to him. 

Just like Jay, he threatened to 
post them on the internet if she 
would not meet him. 

Madison could no longer cope 
and deleted all her social media 
accounts. 

Via a text message, Zimmo 
threatened to send the images 
of her to her friends and family if 
she would not meet up with him. 

Feeling helpless, she told her 
closest friend who urged Madison 
to tell her mum, who contacted 
police immediately. 

Whitehorse Crime Investigation 
Unit members and Sexual Crimes 
Squad members began their 
investigation immediately on 
Melbourne Cup Day in 2009. 


ONLINE PREDATOR 

.01 John Raymond Zimmerman used 
a fake social media account to lure 
teenage girls online. 


Detectives quickly determined 
Jay and Zimmo were the same 
person and gathered evidence 
from Madison’s computer to 
make the arrest. 

Zimmerman, who was single, 
lived with his mother and had 
no prior contact with police, 
was arrested on 11 November. 

Police accessed Zimmerman’s 
computer and what they found was 
deeply concerning. 

One of the investigators, 
Springvale Police Station’s Detective 
Sergeant Luke Holmes, who was 
working on the case at the time, said 
Zimmerman had been in contact 
with many girls aged between 
13 and 16. 

“There were about 80,000 
messages we had to sort through 
and we realised we had a massive 
job on our hands,” Det Sgt Holmes 
said. “He was the tour manager of 
a popular teen-rock band and it 
allowed him to make contact with 
a lot of young girls. He would sit at 
home for hours and send out random 
messages to girls simply saying 
‘you’re hot’to try and get their 
attention. 

“Of concern was that we found 
a lot of screen captures from web 
camera sessions just like with 
Madison and lots of naked photos 
were sent to his accounts.” 

Police discovered he had made 
direct contact with more than 
600 girls. 


The investigation was unusual for 
detectives because they already 
had the offender in custody but had 
to search to find the many victims. 

“There were a lot of interstate 
victims and some of their accounts 
did not have correct personal 
details so we had to look through 
photos to see if we could recognise 
a location or their school logo,” 

Det Sgt Holmes said. 

“The thing that stood out was 
all of the victims thought they 
were at fault, but they were being 
manipulated by a sexual predator. 

“In terms of sheer contact he 
was the worst online predator we 
had come across, yet only one girl 
(Madison) came forward and made 
a complaint." 

Zimmerman was eventually 
convicted of 87 charges including 
three rapes and 23 counts of sexual 
penetration of a child under the age 
of 16 years and he was sentenced 
to 16 years in jail. 

Det Sgt Holmes said the case 
served as a grave warning to young 
people and parents about the risks 
with engaging with strangers 
online. 

“I urge young people using social 
media to steer clear of anyone they 
don’t know and block people who 
behave inappropriately or they don’t 
trust,” he said. “They need to speak 
up if they feel threatened in anyway. 
Parents also need to keep a close 
eye on what their children get up 
to online.”* 


* The victim’s name has been 
changed to protect her identity. 
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INSPIRED TREKKERS 

.01 This year's group just after they 
finished trekking the Kokoda trail. 

.02 The Bomana war cemetery. 

.03 The group thank the portersrfjlo 
helped them while on the track. 

Buna .04 Some of the Moonee Valley 

students in front of the building 
they helped raise funds for. 








FOR SEVEN YEARS, POLICE FROM MOONEE VALLEY 
HAVE BEEN TAKING STUDENTS TO PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA TO DO THE GRUELLING KOKODA TRACK. 
THIS YEAR, THANKS TO FUNDS RAISED BY THOSE 
STUDENTS, THEY WERE ON-HAND TO OPEN 
A LOCAL SCHOOL 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY JANAE HOUGHTON 

I t was in 2007 that police from the 
Moonee Valley Police Service Area 
got together and decided to take 
a group of students to do the 
Kokoda track. 

Since then the program has 
gone from strength to strength, 
with students not only testing 
themselves physically, but 
mentally as well. 

Operations Response Unit’s 
Inspector Nigel Howard, who was 
the Moonee Valley inspector when 
the program began, and who has 
walked the track three times himself, 
said the students got a lot out of it. 

“The students are from Mount 
Alexander College in Flemington 
and St Bernards College in Essendon. 
They go through quite a process 



before being selected by their school. 
All the students who are selected 
have individual traits and may 
demonstrate leadership skills and 
some have deep seated personal 
issues ," Insp Howard said. 

“During the program we are able 
to identify issues and provide advice 
and guidance moving forward.” 

It was during one of these treks 
that Insp Howard and the students 
decided to do something to give 
back to the community that had 
served them so well. 

“Over the years, students from 
these programs have helped raise 
more than $35,000 to donate to a 
local school which has helped them 
build a new building. Some of the 
money was also used to provide a 
chook pen which helps to feed the 
kids each day,” Insp Howard said. 

Despite torrential rain for days 
before heading off to do the trek, 
the crew of 40-odd took off to 
Kokoda on 23 June. 

It took them eight days and seven 
nights and while they admitted to 
being exhausted at the end of each 
day, being sick of their ration packs 
and many having blisters, all of the 
students, sponsors, teachers and 
police who completed the gruelling 
trek said the experience was worth it. 

As they all crossed over the finish 
line together, there were many hugs, 
tears and massive smiles. 


One of the police to complete 
the trek this year was Assistant 
Commissioner Wendy Steendam. 

“My reasons for deciding to do 
the trek were three-fold. I had spent 
some years when I was growing up, 
living in Papua New Guinea, so this 
was a way to re-connect with that 
country. I also wanted the physical 
challenge and it was a way for me 
to get back to some grass roots, 
community policing and help with 
the leadership and development 
of young people,” she said. 

“I keep a general base fitness, but 
I decided to do the training with the 
students and the rest of the group 
on Tuesday nights so I could get to 
know them and build a relationship 
with them before we headed off.” 

AC Steendam said she had her 
personal ups and downs on the 
trek, but overall described it as an 
“enjoyable, challenging, emotional 
and spiritual experience.” 

“One of the highlights of the trek 
was spending time and talking with 
some of the students. At times some 
of them were struggling to keep 
going, so to be able to connect with 
them and to encourage them along 
was inspiring.There were also days 
when the students helped me. 

“Everyone on that trek learned 
powerful life lessons,” she said. 


After finishing their trek, the 
group had a bit of recovery time 
before heading to the largest war 
cemetery in the Pacific, Bomana. 

It contains more than 3700 graves 
of known and unknown Australians 
who fought in Papua New Guinea 
in World War II. 

Everyone was given poppies to 
lay on the graves and each person 
seemed moved by the experience. 

Mount Alexander College student 
Clare Simons was shocked at the 
amount of graves at the location. 

“I was just thinking how much I 
missed my mum and she has missed 
me and I have only been gone ten 
days, these people never got to see 
their families again,” she said. 

After the visit to Bomana, it was a 
short drive to the Dahcavill School, 
where the group would help officially 
open the new school building. 

Since 2011, Insp Howard has 
challenged the students who have 
been part of the Kokoda program 
to raise a minimum of $10,000 
to contribute to the school. 

Over those years students have 
organised and run trivia nights 
and auctions. 

“For students to see the building 
finished and being used, knowing 
they all had something to do with 
that, makes you very proud,” 

Insp Howard said. 

“On the last night of the trek I had 
a chat with the kids about what they 
had achieved and I told them that if 
you can’t do something to help out 
your fellow mankind, then it is a very 
sad world.” 

Dahcavill principal David Cavill 
said the new building meant a great 
deal to the local community. 

“It offers our families opportunities. 
Mothers can come and learn English 
and then become teachers 
themselves,” Mr Cavill said. 

“This building gives us somewhere 
secure to teach the children and we 
have Victoria Police and the students 
to thank for that.” ■ 
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Keeping 
Up with the 

Community 


FRANKSTON AND MORNINGTON POLICE ARE TAKING 
A UNIQUE APPROACH TO PROACTIVE POLICING. THE 
COMMUNITY RESPONSE, ENGAGEMENT AND SOCIAL 
TASKING (CREST) PROGRAM HAS BEEN RUNNING FOR 
18 MONTHS WITH POSITIVE RESULTS. 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 

PHOTOGRAPHYSHANE BELL 


I t’s a sunny August morning when 
Frankston Police Station’s Sergeant 
Duncan McGorrery and First 
Constable Jason Morel patrol the 
suburb’s CBD in their unmarked 
black station wagon. 

Throughout their shift they will 
patrol places such as the train 
stations, shopping mall and youth 
hangouts. Sometimes they might 
be looking for offenders or handing 
out infringement notices, but a lot 
of the time they are interacting with 
people and being seen. 

This is the role oftheSocialTasking 
Operations and Patrol (STOP) Team 
members, who operate under the 
Community Response, Engagement 
and Social Tasking (CREST) project. 


CREST was set up to provide 
proactive policing services, as well 
as targeting criminal and antisocial 
behaviour in known hotspots. 

The Frankston and Mornington 
Peninsula councils, as well as local 
Lions and Rotary clubs funded two 
black, unmarked station wagons 
for the STOP teams to patrol in. 

Sgt McGorrery said the STOP 
teams’ role was diverse, with them 
focusing on resolving issues that 
have a negative impact on community 
expectations of safety, confidence 
and quality of life. 

“We do a variety of jobs each shift. 
We could get files from areas such 
as the uniform sergeants, or the 
Divisional Intelligence Unit. Local 
issues get raised from community 
members, local traders or the council. 

“These are assigned to our teams 
for regular and immediate action 
and because of this we have seen 
a more positive community attitude 
towards police,” he said. 


“For example, we recently worked 
on a job after a man complained to 
the council because a laneway that 
backed onto his property was always 
filled with drug paraphernalia. 

“We were able to up our patrols 
of that area, using uniform and 
plain clothes police and we have 
now pretty much nipped that 
issue in the bud.” 

Sgt McGorrery said a major role 
of CREST was youth engagement. 

“We attend many of the youth 
hangouts in areas like Frankston, 
Seaford and Langwarrin and talk 
with the kids, sometimes play video 
games with them, that kind of thing. 
It helps to break down barriers and 
really shows the youths the human 
side to policing.” 

Sgt McGorrery said regular 
patrols of trouble hotspots had seen 
a reduction in antisocial behaviour. 

“Because people see us out and 
about so regularly, they now know 
that if we see them drinking in public, 


IN THE COMMUNITY 

.01 Sgt McGorrery and Const Morel 
head out on shift in the CREST 
car. 

.02 Out on patrol in the 
Frankston CBD. 

.03 Sgt McGorrery and Const Morel 
chat with a shop owner. 

.04 At the shopping mall, Sgt 
McGorrery and Const Morel 
have a visible presence. 


or smoking where they should not 
be, they are going to be fined. Our 
aim is to try and stop this behaviour.” 
The project has increased its 
community engagement with the 
use of social media. Initially, the work 
of the STOP teams was recorded on 
a blog and that has now extended 
to Facebook, through the 
Eyewatch page available at 
https://www.facebook.eom/#!/ 
eyewatchfrankstonpsa on the 
internet. 




SPRING 2013 POLICELIFE 



















PURANA TASKFORCE 


ITS MEMBERS PUT A STOP TO THE 
UNDERWORLD KILLINGS IN MELBOURNE, 
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE FUGITIVE AND 
DRUG DEALER TONY MOKBEL AND NOW 
WORK ON HIGH END, ORGANISED CRIME 
INVESTIGATIONS. THE PURANA 
TASKFORCE MARKS 10 YEARS. 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY ANDREW HENSHAW 


t was in 2003, after a number 
of unsolved but perhaps related 
murders, had occurred in and around 
Melbourne, that the Purana Taskforce 
was formed. 

At the time there were 29 unsolved 
murders and the taskforce consisted 
of 11 investigators and one analyst, 
but by October, 2003, the capability 
increased to 55 people. 

Purana Detective Inspector Mick 
Roberts said the taskforce was 
successful at putting an end to 
these murders. 


“This period has gone down in 
Victoria’s criminal history. Most of 
us know the names Carl Williams, 
Jason and Mark Moran and Graham 
Kinniburgh, they were all investigated 
by Purana.” 

Over the years, the taskforce has 
gone through various phases which 
included the tracking down of and 
then subsequent investigation 
into and charging of drug baron 
Tony Mokbel. 

Yarra Police Service Area Inspector 
Bernie Edwards was the head of 
Purana duringthe Mokbel phase. 

Mokbel fled Australia for Greece 
in 2006 and was famously arrested 
wearing a dodgy wig by Purana 


detectives. Insp Edwards joined the 
taskforce as the investigation into 
his disappearance and of those 
who helped him, began. 

“It was a very busy time. We had 
to plan and organise for Mokbel’s 
extradition back to Australia. It was 
one of the biggest and most important 
extraditions in Victoria Police’s 
history and we had to ensure 
nothing went wrong.” 

And nothing did go wrong. Mokbel 
was flown back to Melbourne and 
was recently sentenced to 30 years’ 
jail with a non-parole period 
of 22 years. 

“Duringthis phase of Purana, 
we also had to dismantle what 


Mokbel called The Company’, the 
people around him who helped run 
his drug empire,” Insp Edwards said. 

“The team at Purana then and now, 
are just so committed to their jobs, 
it is an amazing place to work. During 
the Mokbel phase we established 
excellent working relationships 
with other agencies such as the 
Australian Federal Police, Customs, 
The Australian Taxation Office and 
the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission. Those 
relationships still exist and are 
used at Purana today.” 

Insp Roberts has been with Purana 
for the past three years and took 
over the taskforce as it reached a 
new phase. For operational reasons 
he cannot discuss the specifics of 
the work they are doing now, but 
says it is high-end organised crime. 

“The main thrust of what we 
do now is to disable, disrupt and 
dismantle these criminal groups. 

It is about making it unpalatable 
for them to continue working.” 

Both inspectors agree that 
Purana has been a great success. 


SUCESSFULCREW 

.01 Insp Bernie Edwards and 
Det Insp Mick Roberts have 
both been the head of Purana. 
Det Insp Ken Ashworth is the 
incoming boss. 
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Victoria Police Museum 


From the Archives 


DETECTIVES ON DISPLAY 

From murder and serious assaults to bank robberies and fraud, detectives 
solve crimes of all descriptions. An exhibition to highlight the work they do 
starts at the Victoria Police Museum in September. 


EDITORIAL JANAE HOUGHTON 


that were used to create images 
of suspects. This was completely 
manual, with detectives carefully 
piecing together parts of a person's 
face to get a likeness. Today 
computer generated graphics 
are used. 

• Early crime scene photographs 
and mugshots from the 1920s 
and 1930s. 

• Fingerprinting equipment. 

• A detective's notebook detailing 
an international gold smuggling 
ring he was investigating. 

Ms Spinks encouraged anyone 
interested in crime-fighting to 
come alongto the exhibition. 

“The work of detectives often 
fascinates people, especially 
because it has been the subject of 
many popular novels, films and 
televisions shows,” she said. 


MASTER INVESTIGATORS 

.01 A exhibition about the work of 
detectives will be on at the Victoria 
Police Museum. 


T he first Victorian detectives 
began work as early as 1844. 

They operated independently of 
any uniformed police and many 
were ex-convicts. They wore plain 
clothes, mingled in the murky 
underworld, concealed their 
identities and tried to win the 
confidence of known criminals. 

An exhibition titled Trouble is my 
Business: A History of the Victoria 
Police Detective Force, looks at the 
formation and development of the 
detective within Victoria Police. 

Victoria Police Museum public 
program curator Kate Spinks said 
despite the many changes to the 
profession over the years, the core 
attributes of a detective have not 
altered. 

“Flaving an exceptional memory, 
quick comprehension, ability 
to mix with all walks of life and a 
determination to get answers have 
been qualities possessed by those in 
the job in the 1840s and today. 

“Tracing the very first time 
forensic techniques such as blood 
pattern analysis were used by 
maverick detectives in the 1920s 
to the creation of specialist crime 
squads, the exhibition reveals the 
details and diversity of work carried 
out by detectives.” 

A number of items, from real-life 
crime scenes, will also be on display 
in the exhibition. Some of these 
include: 

• Forensic evidence from crimes 
including bullet fragments 
removed from a body during 
an autopsy. 

• An identikit from the 1970s, that 
includes hundreds of images of 
eyes, mouths, chins and hairstyles 


“This exhibition has a lot of 
interesting and intriguing 
information and items on display 
that demonstrate what real life 
detectives do, so come down 
and see it.” 


Trouble is my Business: 

A History of the Victoria Police 
Detective Force will run from 
Monday, 2 September until 
Friday, 5 September, 2014 at 
the Victoria Police Museum, 
World Trade Centre, 

637 Flinders Street, Melbourne 
(entrance via Siddeley Street.) 


A HISTORY OF THE VICTORIA POLICE DETECTIVE FORCE 


Items relating to Victoria Police’s 
history can be seen at the Victoria 
Police Museum, corner of Flinders 
and Spencer streets, Melbourne. 
Opening hours are from 10am to 
4pm, Monday to Friday. Entry is free 
For more information, telephone 
9247 5214. 
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Squizzy Taylor 


You might expect a lengthier list of criminal activity on 
the police record of one of Melbourne’s most notorious 
underworld figures, but Brighton-born Squizzy Taylor 
had a knack for getting others to do his dirty work. 


EDITORIAL ANTHONY LONCARIC 


S quizzy, who was born Joseph 
Leslie Theodore Taylor, ruled 
Melbourne’s underworld in the 
1920s and was involved in murder, 
prostitution, armed robberies, 
the sale of illegal liquor, cocaine 
trafficking and race fixing. 

He was never one to shy away 
from the media spotlight and even 
starred in a movie about his life 
with girlfriend Ida Pender in 1923. 

He was often seen at drinking 
and gambling clubs and frequently 
attended the races. 

Between 1913 and 1916 Squizzy 
was linked to the murder and 
robbery of commercial traveller 
Arthur Trotter and the burglary 
of the Melbourne Trades Hall, in 
which a Victoria Police constable 
was killed. 

He was also tried and acquitted 
for the murder of William Patrick 
Haines, a driver who refused to take 
part in the hold up of a bank manager 
in Eltham. 

Squizzy spent time in prison 
for robbing a city bond store and 
harbouring a convicted murderer 
who escaped from Pentridge Prison. 

He was killed in a gunfight with 
Sydney underworld figure John 
Snowy Cutmore on 27 October, 

1927 aged 39. 

His criminal record, fingerprints 
and mug shots are on permanent 
display at the Victoria Police 
Museum located at the Victoria 
Police Centre, 637 Flinders Street, 
Melbourne. 

The Museum is open Monday 
to Friday from 10am to 4pm. ■ 


The historic Carlton Police Station building, 
which was believed to have once held 
gangland figure Squizzy Taylor, was sold 
by the State Government for more than 
$3million to a private consortium in July. 

The 135-year-old heritage listed building, 
located on 334-344 Drummond Street, 
was closed for use as a police station 
in August 2010. 

It included six bluestone jail cells and 19 
principal rooms on a 992 square metre site. 


SHORT CRIMINAL 

.01 Squizzy’s fingerprint set, recorded 
under one of a number of different 
names he gave to police. 

.02 H is police record did not match his 
reputation as one of Melbourne’s 
most feared underworld figures. 

.03 A snappy dresser, Squizzy was 
often seen at drinking and 
gambling clubs and attending 
the races. 
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March & service held on Friday 27 September 





